February 28, 2006

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 45TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE PEACE
CORPS AND IN CELEBRATION OF
NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in celebration of National Peace Corps Week
and to congratulate the 7,800 Peace Corp Vol-
unteers—including 31 of my constituents—
who are serving their country today in 72
countries around the world.

More than 182,000 Peace Corps Volunteers
have served in 138 countries since the organi-
zation’s inception in 1961. Every year, thou-
sands of selfless volunteers share their time
and talents by serving as teachers, business
advisors, information technology consultants,
health and HIV/AIDS educators, and youth
and agriculture workers.

In addition to serving countries around the
globe, 272 Peace Corps’ Crisis Corps Volun-
teers were deployed to the Gulf Coast in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita.
These volunteers assisted the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency with hurricane re-
sponse efforts. The deployment of Peace
Corps’ Volunteers within the United States
was a historic first, and a great help in man-
aging this national disaster.

| praise our nation’s Peace Corps volunteers
who serve their country and the world as hu-
manitarians, devoting themselves to transfer-
ring life-changing knowledge and skills to the
people of other nations.

Mr. Speaker, | salute the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women of this nation who
have selflessly served abroad as Peace Corps
Volunteers. On this 45th Anniversary of the
Peace Corps, | am especially proud to rep-
resent 31 such volunteers and | offer them my
sincere gratitude.

————
HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TRI CITIES

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL
1098

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 100th Anniversary of the Tri Cities Knights
of Columbus Council 1098.

In 1906, with an initial enrollment of 58
members, the Tri Cities Knights of Columbus
Council 1098 was formed. The first Grand
Knight was Mr. E. J. Sweeney and the early
meetings were held in a hall in Madison, llli-
nois before moving to neighboring Granite
City.

The years before World War | saw steady
growth in membership and the establishment
of the Knights of Columbus as a presence
within the Tri Cities community. During the
Great Depression and World War Il, member-
ship dwindled and it was only through the de-
termination of the few dedicated members that
the council survived. While most social activi-
ties for the members ceased during the war,
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the council opened the doors of their facilities
for the entertainment of the troops stationed at
the Granite City Engineering Depot.

After World War Il, membership grew rap-
idly. During the 1950’s a circle of the Daugh-
ters of Isabella was established for the wives
and daughters of members and a circle of the
Columbian Squires was formed to promote
youth activities.

Social and athletic activities for members
and their families expanded and grew but
service and acts of charity continued to be the
cornerstones of the council. The first chairman
of Catholic Charities in the Tri Cities area was
a past Grand Knight and members continued
to be driving forces in this organization.

Council 1098 has been a significant sup-
porter of community, charitable and edu-
cational organizations. The Council has di-
rectly contributed in excess of $100,000 annu-
ally in support of local Catholic education and
provided more than $60,000 in scholarships
annually. They have also contributed more
than $15,000 a year to developmentally chal-
lenged service organizations.

While they have always focused on helping
those within their community, Council 1098
has also extended its helping hands to those
in need outside their boundaries. In response
to the devastation wrought by Hurricane
Katrina, the Council raised $50,000 in Katrina
Relief and continues to provide on-going sup-
port to Brother Knights on the gulf coast.

Tri Cities Knights of Columbus Council 1098
has seen many changes through the last 100
years but they have always stayed true to the
Knights of Columbus goals of Charity, Unity
and Fraternity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the 100th Anniversary of the Tri
Cities Knights of Columbus Council 1098 and
wish the best to them for continued service in
the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE LARRY
BLACK, OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
bring to the attention of my colleagues the
passing of a Miami native and a sports leg-
end, sprint star Larry Black, who died last
Wednesday, February 15, 2006.

Born on July 20, 1951 in Miami, Florida,
Larry Black was an athlete of extraordinary
ability and striking grace. He didn’t run as fast
as the wind; he was faster.

While still a student at North Carolina Cen-
tral University, Larry Black won two medals at
the 1972 Olympic Games in Munich. He won
a gold medal for running the lead leg of Team
USA’s winning the 4x400 relay squad, and he
also captured the silver medal in the 200 me-
ters event, which he ran in 20.19 seconds.

Larry Black was an 11-time collegiate All-
American who won four individual national
championships and was a part of 3 national
championship relay teams. He won NCAA out-
door titles in 1971 (220-yard) and 1972
(200m), and the NAIA indoor 60-yard dash
crown in 1974. Black also set the NAIA Cham-
pionship meet record in the 200m dash in
1972 (20.0 seconds) to help the Eagles win
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the 1972 NAIA Outdoor Track & Field Cham-
pionship in Billings, Montana. His record still
stands today.

As a relay team member, Black won na-
tional championships in the 1970 NCAA out-
door 440-yard relay and the 1972 NAIA
4x100m (39.5 seconds) and 4x400m (3:04.8
minutes) relays. Both of these relay times still
stand as meet records for hand-timing. For his
efforts, he was selected as the 1972 NAIA
Championships Herbert B. Marett Outstanding
Performer. For the last 10 years, Black has
been a personal trainer in Coral Gables.

Larry Black is survived by his wife
Cheresse, 4 daughters and 2 grandsons. |
know that my colleagues join me in sending to
Larry Black’s family our deepest condolences
for their loss, and in celebrating the life of a
man of extraordinary ability who had the dis-
cipline and desire to hone his talents so finely
that he became the best in the nation and in
the world.

——————

HONORING SANDRA MACKINNON
COSENZA ON THE OCCASION OF
HER RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the many
family, friends and colleagues who have gath-
ered to honor a very special woman, and my
dear friend, Sandra MacKinnon Cosenza, as
she celebrates her retirement. After more than
thirty-four years of dedicated service, Sandy
will be leaving Area Cooperative Education
Services, one of six educational service cen-
ters that were formed under Connecticut State
Statute in 1970. A result of recognizing that
school districts must work together to meet the
ever-changing needs of local education sys-
tems, these centers provide an environment
where quality programs can be planned, de-
veloped and implemented—giving our young
people access to the best educational oppor-
tunities possible.

Education is the cornerstone of success and
the most critical link between our young peo-
ple and their futures. Throughout our country,
we look to our towns and cities to provide
these invaluable skills to our children. That is
what ACES is all about and its success would
not have been possible without Sandy. As
former Executive Director Peter Young re-
cently described, for the first twenty years of
its existence, Sandy was the heart of the
ACES Personnel office—advertising vacan-
cies, processing applications, providing ori-
entation for new hires and ensuring that staff
not only received their benefits but also met
their specific needs. Everyone consulted with
Sandy and welcomed her advice and sugges-
tions. In addition, she built and improved staff
spirit by organizing social events and took
special care to provide the Governing Board
with all that they needed.

Beyond her administrative skills was her
commitment to the students of ACES. Though
many of them will never know, Sandy’s gen-
uine care and concern for their education both
inside and outside the classroom made all the
difference in their lives. She began a Jesse
tree which allowed staff to contribute clothing
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and other gifts at Christmas for students who
came from families in need. She fostered the
notion of Holiday cards for ACES—cards de-
signed by students which were used as an
outreach tool to the school districts which they
serve. It is from these special contributions to
the ACES students that Sandy was able to
pass on a very unique lesson—they learned
the value and reward of giving back to their
community. It is easy to see why Sandy will
be missed by staff and students alike.

In addition to her career at ACES, Sandy
has been married to her wonderful husband,
Henry, for forty-two years and has raised two
exceptional daughters, Robyn and Jennifer.
She has also recently become a grand-
mother—a role which no doubt she will happily
dedicate more of her time to in her retirement.
| could not speak about Sandy without also
personally thanking her for her many years of
special friendship. She is more than a friend—
she is family. Words cannot begin to express
my appreciation and gratitude for the tireless
support she has shown to me and my family.

And so, it is with deep admiration and affec-
tion that | stand today to join her husband,
Henry; her children, Robyn and Jennifer; her
son-in-law, Kevin, her grandson, lan; family,
friends and colleagues in extending my sin-
cere congratulations to Sandra Cosenza as
she celebrates her retirement. Sandy is a re-
markable woman whose generosity and com-
passion has left an indelible mark on the lives
of all of those who know her and many that do
not. Though she will be enjoying her retire-
ment years, | am certain that Sandy will con-
tinue to touch the lives of others—her extraor-
dinary warmth and kind heart making all the
difference. | am happy to extend my very best
wishes to her for many more years of health
and happiness.

———

TRIBUTE TO MEIKLEJOHN CIVIL
LIBERTIES INSTITUTE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to high-
light the efforts of the Meiklejohn Civil Liberties
Institute (MCLI), a non-profit organization in
my district. The MCLI, founded in 1965, is a
think tank that works on national and inter-
national human rights issues as they relate to
the U.S. In 1995, the Institute’s Human Rights
Reporting Project began using U.S. treaties as
tools to work for human rights.

In 2005, the MCLI issued a report entitled
Challenging U.S. Human Rights Violations
Since 9/11 in response to the failure of the
U.S. government to submit timely and accu-
rate reports to the United Nations (UN). Ac-
cording to 3 U.N. treaties ratified by the U.S.
in 1992 and 1994, the U.S. is required to sub-
mit regular reports to U.N. oversight commit-
tees about human rights abuses and enforce-
ment measures at the local, State, and Fed-
eral levels.

On March 15, 2005, the Berkeley City
Council passed Resolution 62,841 in which
the City Council resolved to submit a copy of
Challenging to the U.S. State Department, the
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights,
and the UN Human Rights Committee. On
March 31, 2005, MCLI presented Challenging
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to the U.S. State Department for use in the
preparation of its late reports to the oversight
committees.

Although the second and third reports for
the International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights (ICCPR) treaty were due in 1998
and 2003, the U.S. State Department did not
file a report until October 21, 2005. According
to the MCLI, this combined second and third
report fails to contain various instances of U.S.
human rights violations and lack of enforce-
ment measures. The combined U.S. Report
will be discussed by the U.N. Human Rights
Committee in March 2006 in New York and
will be examined in greater detail by the com-
mittee in the summer of 2006 in Geneva.

The Challenging report raises important en-
forcement and reporting violations committed
by the U.S. | encourage my colleagues to read
this report for more information. The U.S. must
comply with the treaties it signed in order to
protect the rights of individuals both domesti-
cally and abroad and to realign the U.S. with
the principles it was founded on. | appreciate
the work of MCLI to promote and protect
human rights around the globe and congratu-
late them on this report.

HONORING CAROLYN MEEKER

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Carolyn Meeker, a community champion
whose activism has been missed by those in
the small community for which she once
fought.

Carolyn Meeker was a community treasure
in the tiny town of Lutz, located in my con-
gressional district. A native New Yorker, she
moved to Lutz in the mid-1960s and quickly
became immersed in issues affecting her and
her neighbors. She led the charge against
suburban sprawl and excessive development.
She successfully restricted zoning laws and
helped impose limitations on public well field
pumping.

Mrs. Meeker became a regular at
Hillsborough County Commission meetings.
She firmly, but politely, shared her well-rea-
soned arguments with commissioners, many
of whom favored that which she opposed. Her
arguments often carried the day because, as
a long-time friend once noted, she let facts,
not emotion, guide her.

She eventually ran for the Commission her-
self, narrowly losing the election but nonethe-
less continuing her crusade to protect the rural
lifestyle which so many in Lutz love. She sub-
sequently served on many County-appointed
boards working for better growth management.
She also headed the Lutz Civic Association.
She died in 2003 after a determined fight
against cancer.

Mr. Speaker, Carolyn Meeker was a shining
example of what community service and citi-
zenship is all about. Her life reminds me that
we all share a responsibility to be civic-minded
and to fight for that in which we believe. Many
of my constituents are better off because she
did.

February 28, 2006

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE RADNOR FIRE

COMPANY, SERVING RADNOR
AND PARTS OF DELAWARE,
MONTGOMERY AND CHESTER
COUNTY, PA

HON. CURT WELDON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2006

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
it is a great honor for me to rise today to con-
gratulate the Radnor Fire Company for 100
years of dedicated service to the residents of
Radnor, Tredyffrin and the surrounding com-
munities in Pennsylvania.

On a historical note, after 30 years of serv-
ice in 1904, the Wayne Hose Company &
Wayne Chemical Company disbanded leaving
no fire protection for the community. Following
a devastating fire that completely destroyed
the Wayne Suburban newspaper building in
March of 1906, 24 men organized the Radnor
Fire Company to protect the community and
incorporated on March 15, 1906.

The Wayne steam plant agreed to sound
the steam whistle if there was a fire and it
sounded its first alarm on May 24, 1906 for a
working house fire near Strafford train station.
In that first year of existence the Radnor Fire
Company responded to 13 fire calls.

In 1907, looking to improve the firefighting
capabilities the members were tasked to find
a motorized fire truck. Since none existed at
that time they drew specifications and The
Knox Company was hired to build the first mo-
torized fire pump in the United States.

The firefighters of the Radnor Fire Company
have an impressive record when it comes to
firefighting. The fire company has fought such
spectacular blazes including four at Villanova
University, six at Valley Forge Military Acad-
emy, the Pennsylvania Fire Works Company
explosion in Devon, the Wayne Opera House,
Caley Nursing Home and crashes of P-40
fighter planes during World War Il. During that
time, the fire company manpower was aug-
mented by a ‘“school boy fireman”—Rick
Taddeo, who is still a member today.

The first ambulance was purchased in 1947
with funds raised by the Rotary Club following
the death of a Radnor firefighter. By the
1970’s the fire company was responding to
390 fire and 890 ambulance calls annually.
Today they answer nearly 800 fire and 4,000
ambulance calls annually.

From its beginning with a horse-drawn fire
apparatus to the first motorized firefighting
equipment to its modern new trucks of today,
Radnor is a leader in firefighting capabilities
and continues to protect the citizens of
Radnor, portions of Tredyffrin and the sur-
rounding communities.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
all those who have dedicated not only their
time, but also their lives, to the safety of all
Radnor residents as well as surrounding com-
munities. As a former fire chief in Marcus
Hook, | am aware of the risks firefighters face
each day, under intense pressure, in life or
death situations. Our thanks and appreciation
can never repay those who put their lives on
the line to ensure our safety. | am proud to
recognize and commend the tremendous com-
mitment, courage and dedication of the
Radnor Fire Company members who continue
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